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The mission of The
Oregon Community
Foundation is to
improve life in Oregon
and promote effective
philanthropy.

Dear Friend,
We are pleased to present the 2012 Report on Philanthropy from the
Giving in Oregon Council of The Oregon Community Foundation.
The Council began publishing these reports over a decade ago and since
that time we have witnessed significant growth in Oregon philanthropy.
Oregonians are stepping forward in greater numbers and giving greater
amounts in support of nonprofit groups serving their communities.
The last decade of generous giving and volunteering has helped to
improve neighborhoods, expand educational opportunities, build stronger
health care services, and strengthen communities and community
activities. When Oregon families, neighborhoods and communities thrive,
we all thrive.
In addition, during the economic downturn, donors continued to
contribute, nonprofits offered more services with fewer staff, and
community members donated critical volunteer time and skills.
Together, these activities made a measurable difference for thousands of
Oregonians.
This good news about the state of “Giving in Oregon” should be a source
of pride, but also a call to continued action and an invitation for others to
join the giving community.
Thank you for the many ways in which you make Oregon better.

OCF works with individuals,
families, businesses
and organizations to create
charitable funds to support the
community causes they care
about. Through these funds,
in 2011 OCF awarded more
than $86 million in grants and
scholarships.

www.oregoncf.org

Sincerely,

Max Williams, President and CEO
The Oregon Community Foundation

Introduction
The Giving in Oregon project of The Oregon Community Foundation
has documented philanthropy in Oregon for more than a decade. Giving in
Oregon offers an objective analysis of donations to 10,369 Oregon nonprofit
organizations in 2010 (the most recent data available), representing 68% of
the state’s registered 501(c)3s.

“The more you get
involved with things
beyond yourself, the more
the world gets bigger and
has more meaning.”

The purpose of this report is twofold: to provide an objective overview of
charitable giving in Oregon, and to challenge ourselves individually to be
part of the giving community. While the amount given is important, the act
of giving is equally significant.

~ Donor

Highlights of the Giving in Oregon report include the following:
• Individual giving by Oregonians shows signs of recovery from the
recession.
• Oregonians, across income levels, are giving more generously than
national averages.
• Oregon continues to rank in the top 20 states for charitable giving.
• Nonprofits in Oregon reported almost $1.5 billion in charitable
contributions in 2010.
• Nearly 90% of charitable contributions were reported by nonprofits in just
eight counties (Benton, Clackamas, Deschutes, Jackson, Lane, Marion,
Multnomah, and Washington Counties).
• Nearly one-third of contributions reported by Oregon nonprofits were
reported by education organizations.
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“The need has never
been greater, and yet the
generosity of neighbors and
foundations has helped us
serve all those who would
otherwise go hungry.”

Figure 1: Oregon contributions compared to national
contributions, 2007-2010

Contributions as % of AGI
2007

2008

2009

2010

Oregon

2.23

2.16

2.10

2.16

United States

2.22

2.08

2.02

2.10

2007

2008

2009

2010

Oregon

5.2

6.5

11.1

10.7

United States

4.6

5.8

9.3

9.6

Unemployment Rates

~ Grant recipient
Individual Giving By Oregonians Shows
Signs of Recovery
Individual giving increased nationally and in Oregon
in 2010, as reported by itemizing taxpayers on their
IRS 1040 forms (representing 32% of Oregon filers),
after experiencing declines in both 2008 and 2009.
Individuals in Oregon gave more of their income
on average in 2010 than individuals nationally, as
illustrated in Figure 1. In 2010, Oregonians contributed
an average of 2.16% of their income, while individuals
nationally contributed an average of 2.10% of their
income. Even during the recession, the decline in
giving was more moderate in Oregon compared
to the nation as a whole. Oregonians’ giving is
especially notable considering the unemployment
rate in Oregon has been consistently higher than the
national rate, and was 10.8% in 2010, compared to
9.6% nationally.

Oregonians of All Income Levels Give More
Generously than the Nation

Figure 2: 2010 Contributions as % of Income

$100$200K
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> $200k

Oregon

1.69

2.32

3.29

United States

1.52

2.23

3.02

Figure 3: 2010 State Ranking of Charitable Contributions

2010
Contributions
as % of agi

2010
Rank

UTAH

4.80

1

GEORGIA

2.92

2

OREGON

2.16

19

California

2.07

24

Washington

1.90

35

Individual giving in Oregon is consistently higher
than national averages across all levels of income.
The wealthiest Oregonians (those making more than
$200,000 per year) gave 3.29% of their incomes on
average, compared to an average of 3.02% nationally
for the wealthiest Americans, as illustrated in Figure 2.

Oregon Ranks among the Top 20 States in
the Nation for Giving
Despite Oregon’s higher than average unemployment
rate, the state is consistently above average in terms
of individual giving and ranked 19th in 2010. Oregon
outranked California (24th) and Washington (35th) even
3though incomes in both neighboring states are higher
than the median income in Oregon (see Figure 3).
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Figure 4: Oregon Charitable Contributions by Year
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Nonprofits in Oregon Reported Almost $1.5
Billion in Charitable Contributions in 2010
In 2010, Oregon nonprofits reported $1,481,314,443 in
charitable contributions on their IRS 990 forms1. Giving
peaked in 2007 after climbing steadily each year since
1997. In fact, the increase in giving between 2006 and
2007 was significantly larger than the increases seen
during the preceding decade. This large increase was
primarily due to (a) two unprecedented large gifts to
the University of Oregon Foundation ($100 million from
Penny and Phil Knight to create the Oregon Athletics
Legacy Fund and $74.5 million from Lorry I. Lokey for
science teaching and research) and (b) a number of
mid-sized gifts to The Oregon Community Foundation.
Giving in Oregon in 2010, representing the postrecession era, was lower than the 2007 peak (see Figure
4). This mirrors national data as reported in Giving USA
2011, where charitable giving peaked in 2007 and then
decreased in 2008 and 2009. Nationally, charitable
giving increased in 2010 by 3.8% from 2009–although
giving in 2010 was still lower than the pre-recession
levels.
1 Includes data on nonprofit charitable contributions provided
by the Charitable Activities Section of the Oregon Department
of Justice, which compiles these data from IRS 990 forms.
These data are presented for 1997 through 2010, though
data is missing for 2008 and 2009. The IRS made changes in
the IRS 990 that went into effect in 2008, including how and
where on the form charitable contributions are recorded. The
DOJ data file that captured charitable contributions did not
consistently capture the appropriate fields from the revised
990 until 2010, and therefore data from 2008 and 2009 are
missing.

Data from the Oregon Nonprofit Sector Report
(prepared by Portland State University in collaboration
with the Nonprofit Association of Oregon)mirror
national data and provides a glimpse into 2011. The
632 nonprofit organizations who participated in the
Oregon Nonprofit Sector Report survey answered
questions about revenue sources and fundraising
strategies employed in 2011, as well as questions about
any changes between 2010 and 20112. Charitable
contributions from individuals represented 34% of
organizations’ revenue, making it the largest source
of revenue (followed by fees for services at 24%,
government funding at 17%, grants from foundations
at 16%, and grants from corporations at 5%). More than
half of the participating organizations (60%) reported
increased fundraising results in 2011 compared to 2010,
and 54% reported specifically that contributions from
individuals had increased between 2010 and 2011, both
in terms of the number of individuals giving and the size
of the gifts.

2 The sampling methodology for this survey included
stratification by geographic region and subsector, and as a
result, the sample is representative both in terms of regional
distribution and subsectors. The full ONSR report can be
accessed at http://www.nonprofitoregon.org/sites/default/
files/uploads/file/ONSR.pdf.
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Figure 5: 2010 Charitable Contributions by County

Total
Contributions

Average Total
Contribution
per nonprofit

Number of
Organizations

Multnomah

$763,739,843

$275,918

2768

Lane

$191,781,914

$176,758

1085

Benton

$93,938,373

$311,054

302

Marion

$64,839,864

$76,014

853

Washington

$62,598,884

$52,079

1202

Jackson

$50,579,981

$81,318

622

Clackamas

$48,194,035

$53,969

893

Deschutes

$47,057,388

$92,089

511

Linn

$19,847,551

$72,173

275

Yamhill

$19,376,397

$73,675

263

Douglas

$15,840,680

$51,598

307

Klamath

$14,121,831

$67,247

210

Coos

$12,500,079

$49,801

251

Josephine

$10,651,028

$42,604

250

Clatsop

$8,295,733

$49,087

169

Umatilla

$8,013,406

$47,138

170

Lincoln

$7,016,636

$33,097

212

Wasco

$6,995,104

$56,871

123

Tillamook

$4,461,594

$33,546

133

Hood River

$4,154,353

$47,209

88

Malheur

$4,072,283

$51,548

79

Union

$4,057,899

$39,783

102

Columbia

$3,302,458

$26,420

125

Polk

$3,273,380

$20,983

156

Wallowa

$2,377,236

$37,734

63

Curry

$2,245,528

$20,792

108

Baker

$1,918,872

$22,575

85

Crook

$1,418,265

$27,809

51

Lake

$1,198,105

$17,882

67

Grant

$1,126,705

$21,667

52

Harney

$752,062

$17,092

44

Jefferson

$582,480

$9,873

59

Sherman

$396,150

$33,013

12

Morrow

$360,727

$9,749

37

Gilliam

$117,973

$6,209

19

Wheeler

$109,644

$4,767

23

$1,481,314,443

$125,866

11,769

County

TOTAL
4

Organizations in Eight
Counties Received a
Majority of Contributions
A breakdown of contribution
amounts by county as reported by
nonprofits on their IRS 990 form
is listed in Figure 5. (More detailed
county results are available on the
OCF website). More than $750
million of these contributions
were reported by organizations in
Multnomah County, close to $200
million of these contributions were
reported by organizations in Lane
County, and nearly $100 million of
these contributions were reported
by organizations in Benton County.
Contributions to nonprofits in these
three counties represent 71% of
contributions statewide. Similarly,
the average contribution amount
in these counties is substantially
larger than the average contribution
amounts elsewhere.
The large share of contributions
in Multnomah County can be
explained both by the size of
Multnomah
County
relative
to other Oregon counties and
also to the fact that a number
of statewide organizations are
based in Multnomah County.
However, it is worth noting the
sizeable difference in contribution
amounts and average contribution
size
between
Multnomah
County and its fellow metroarea counties of Clackamas and
Washington: Washington County
organizations reported just over
$60 million in contributions and
Clackamas County organizations
reported just under $50 million in
contributions, and both reported
an average contribution amount
per organization of roughly
$50,000 compared to Multnomah
County’s average contribution per
organization of $276,000.

Giving in Oregon 2012								The Oregon Community Foundation

Figure 6: Oregon’s Contributions by Sector, 2010
Other
$274,143,153

Education
$459,717,073

Youth
Development
$69,723,732
Food
$75,050,224
Health
$119,391,044
Arts
$99,002,785

of giving nationally went to education organizations,
and as similar to Oregon, approximately 30%
went to human services, health, philanthropy and
volunteerism, and arts organizations.

Conclusion
The findings reported here suggest the following:

Human Services
$153,521,435
Environmental
Protection
$79,728,006

Philanthropy &
Volunteerism
$131,036,991

Total
$1,481,314,443
Nearly 90% of charitable contributions statewide
were reported by nonprofits in just eight counties:
Multnomah, Lane, Benton, Marion, Washington,
Jackson, Clackamas, and Deschutes Counties.
These eight counties are home to 70% of the state’s
nonprofits. Contributions to the 30% of organizations
in the remaining Oregon counties represent 11% of total
contributions, and the average contribution amount
per organization in these counties is substantially
smaller than in the larger Oregon counties.

Education Organizations Report the
Largest Share
of Contributions
Contributions to Oregon’s education nonprofits
are somewhat higher than their share of the Oregon
nonprofit community would suggest: roughly onethird of charitable contributions in Oregon in 2010
were reported by education nonprofits while these
organizations represent approximately one-quarter
of Oregon nonprofits. Another third of contributions
were reported by four types of organizations that
combined do represent a third of the Oregon
nonprofit landscape: human services; philanthropy
and volunteerism; health; and arts, culture and
humanities organizations (see Figure 6). Nationally,
as reported in Giving USA 2011, giving to education,
health, philanthropy and volunteerism, and the arts
increased between 2009 and 2010, while giving to
human services remained the same. Fourteen percent

• Oregonians continue to be generous. Despite lower
than national average incomes and a higher than
average unemployment rate, Oregonians give more
than the national average.
• Contributions to nonprofits fell during the recession
and have not yet rebounded to pre-recession levels.
Thus, nonprofit agencies have had to renew their focus
on their core missions in the face of lean economic
times and an increased need for their services.
• Due to the recession, Oregonians’ giving today is
lower than it was a decade ago. This should serve as a
call to increase charitable giving in order to strengthen
our nonprofit organizations and ultimately, our
communities.
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“As I look to the
future, I know that
I want to give back
to the wonderful
state that has helped
me learn, grow and
mature.”
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2010 Charitable Contributions and Number of Nonprofits Receiving Funds by County

CLATSOP COLUMBIA
$8,295,733 $3,302,458
169
125
WASHINGTON
$62,598,884
1202

TILLAMOOK
$4,461,594
133

MULTNOMAH
$763,739,843
2768

YAMHILL
$19,376,397
263
POLK
$3,273,380
156

MARION
$64,839,864
853

LINCOLN
$7,016,636
212 BENTON
$93,938,373
302

CLACKAMAS
$48,194,035
893

LINN
$19,847,551
275

LANE
$191,781,914
1085

HOOD RIVER
$4,154,353
88

SHERMAN
$396,150
12

MORROW
$360,727
37

GILLIAM
$117,973
19

WASCO
$6,995,104
123

WHEELER
$109,644
23

JEFFERSON
$582,480
59

DESCHUTES
$47,057,388
511

CURRY
$2,245,528
108

JACKSON
$50,579,981
622

GRANT
$1,126,705
52

HARNEY
$752,062
44

LAKE
$1,198,105
67
JOSEPHINE
$10,651,028
250

UNION
$4,057,899
102

WALLOWA
$2,377,236
63

BAKER
$1,918,872
85

CROOK
$1,418,265
51

DOUGLAS
$15,840,680
307

COOS
$12,500,079
251

UMATILLA
$8,013,406
170

MALHEUR
$4,072,283
79

KLAMATH
$14,121,831
210

“It’s a gift to me every
year to be able to give
to causes that are
important.”
~ Donor

Portland

1221 SW Yamhill St.
Suite 100
Portland, OR 97205
503.227.6846

Bend

15 SW Colorado Ave.
Suite 250
Bend, OR 97702
541.382.1170

Coos Bay

915 S First St.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
541.269.9650

Eugene

440 E Broadway
Suite 160
Eugene, OR 97401
541.431.7099

Medford

818 W Eighth St.
Medford, OR 97501
541.773.8987

Salem

1313 Mill St. SE
Suite 203
Salem, OR 97301
503.779.1927

