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Maria Degillo  
Age 22

Maria Degillo is a Filipina 
immigrant who was 
disengaged in school 
until she simultaneously 
discovered a love of 
learning and a passion for 
education reform. Today, 
Degillo is a talented staff 
organizer for Chicago’s 
Albany Park Neighborhood 
Council, which supports 
families coping with 
immigration, housing and 
education issues.

Shane Casmier 
Age 21

At age 12, Shane Casmier 
spent four months 
inside New Orleans’ 
juvenile detention center, 
part of what was then 
characterized as the 
country’s worst juvenile 
justice system. Several 
years later, he joined a 
protest movement that won 
dramatic improvements 
in the facility’s living 
conditions. He now 
works as an intern for 
Young Adults Striving for 
Success, which helps keep 
youth out of trouble with 
the law.

John-Michael Torres 
Age 28

John-Michael Torres’ 
empathy for exploited 
immigrant farmworkers 
and his work on a 
campaign to lift their 
voices led to his current 
work telling the stories 
of struggling families 
in Texas. Torres is the 
communications director 
for La Unión del Pueblo 
Entero, which helps 
residents in the low-
income colonias of the Rio 
Grande Valley organize for 
better living conditions.

Steve Diaz 
Age 27

Steve Diaz’s stint, as a 
teenager, in a roach-
infested residential hotel 
in L.A.’s Skid Row area, 
inspired him to dedicate 
his time to educating 
and organizing low-
income tenants. Diaz is 
in his eighth year as an 
organizer with Los Angeles 
Community Action 
Network, which works 
to involve low-income 
tenants in policy decisions 
that affect them.
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“The young do not know 
enough to be prudent, 
and therefore they 
attempt the impossible 
and achieve it, generation 
after generation.” 
     – Pearl S. Buck
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Since its inception, Marguerite Casey Foundation has been dedicated to helping poor families 
to advocate on their own behalf and to build a movement — the Equal Voice for America’s 
Families movement -- that will ensure their voices are heard, not on a single issue but across all 
the issues that affect their lives.

Like poor families, youth are too often talked about rather than listened to. Historically, they 
have had little or no voice in policy decisions that affect their daily lives, from the way they are 
educated to the conditions in which they live.

Yet, youth embody the passion and determination that are indispensable to social change. 
Seeing the world with fresh eyes, young people dare to ask questions that may discomfort their 
elders, and those questions often become the catalyst for genuine progress.

At a time in which youth are often characterized as nothing more than passive consumers of 
electronic entertainment, we’ve been privileged to witness among our grantees young men 
and women dedicated to improving their communities. Their work demonstrates the creativity, 
energy, resilience and courage that have always been among the best gifts of youth.

Committed as we are to social change led by families, we at Marguerite Casey Foundation 
are excited to see so many young people rising through the ranks of organizations working on 
issues – immigration, housing, health care, education, employment and juvenile justice – that 
bear directly on the daily lives of families. 

Letter from the Chair and the President & CEO
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In this year’s annual report, we bring you the stories of four young people who are 
making a difference. In each case, the youth found support from their families and 
communities to transform their own painful personal experience into positive change, 
investing their gift of resilience for the good of others.

Maria Degillo is a Filipina immigrant who was disengaged in school until she 
simultaneously discovered a love of learning and a passion for education reform. Today, 
Degillo is a talented staff organizer for Chicago’s Albany Park Neighborhood Council, 
which supports families coping with immigration, housing and education issues.

At age 12, Shane Casmier spent four months inside New Orleans’ juvenile detention 
center, part of what was then characterized as the country’s worst juvenile justice system. 
Several years later, he joined a protest movement that won dramatic improvements in 
the facility’s living conditions. He now works as an intern for Young Adults Striving for 
Success, which helps keep youth out of trouble with the law.

Steve Diaz’s stint, as a teenager, in a roach-infested residential hotel in Los Angeles’s Skid 
Row area inspired him to dedicate his time to educating and organizing low-income 
tenants. Diaz is in his eighth year as an organizer with Los Angeles Community Action 
Network, which works to involve low-income tenants in policy decisions that affect them.

John-Michael Torres’ empathy for exploited immigrant farmworkers and his work on 
a campaign to lift their voices led to his current work telling the stories of struggling 
families in Texas. Torres is the communications director for La Unión del Pueblo Entero, 
which helps residents in the low-income colonias of the Rio Grande Valley organize for 
better living conditions.

Torres, Diaz, Casmier and Degillo have each chosen to work in the nonprofit world – a 
realm distinguished as much by its meager salaries as by its lofty goals. We take this 
opportunity to celebrate these young leaders’ courageous choice.

We hope their example will inspire others to take the same path. 

Freeman A. Hrabowski, III 
Chair of the Board 
    
      Luz Vega-Marquis
      President & CEO
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Mission Vision

Marguerite Casey’s lifelong generosity made a tremendous difference for 
thousands of children and families across the United States, and her giving 
spirit continues to shine today. Marguerite Casey Foundation was officially 
created by Casey Family Programs in October of 2001 to help expand 
Casey’s outreach and further enhance its nearly 40-year record of leadership 
in child welfare. Through the foundation’s work, the memory of Marguerite 
Casey will endure and serve additional generations yet to come.
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Vision

Mission

Marguerite Casey Foundation 
exists to help low income families 
strengthen their voice and mobilize 
their communities in order to 
achieve a more just and equitable 
society for all.

The foundation does not accept or respond to unsolicited grant proposals, inquiries, or letters of intent. In doing so, our staff is 
better able to provide additional time and resources to our grantees and their constituencies in each of our target regions.

We imagine a just and equitable society for all, where all children 
are nurtured to become compassionate, responsible and self-reliant 
adults; where families are engaged in the life of their communities, 
the nation, and the world; and where people take responsibility for 
meeting today’s needs as well as those of future generations.

Marguerite Casey Foundation exists to help low income families 
strengthen their voice and mobilize their communities in order to 
achieve a more just and equitable society for all.



Albany Park 
Neighborhood Council

The Albany Park Neighborhood 
Council (APNC) is a grassroots 
community organization that 
unites youth and adults from 
Albany Park and surrounding 
communities to address issues 
of social, economic and racial 
justice. 

3334 West Lawrence Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60625

http://www.apncorganizing.org/

CHICAGO
ILLINOIS

Staff Organizer



“It’s not just about working 
for something together or 
changing policies, but about 
relationship-building and 
love for one another.”



M aria Paula Degillo was 17 years old and a high school 
junior when an office worker at her school told her she 
might as well drop out. True, Degillo had been cutting 

class, but she had never considered quitting school – until then. 
“I was shocked, and it wasn’t long before I was in tears,” she said. 
“There they were, talking about my future without even looking at 
me.” 

Now 22, Degillo deeply appreciates the difference words can 
make. As a staff organizer for Chicago’s Albany Park Neighborhood 
Council, part of her job involves helping other young people learn 
to tell their own stories. 

Countering cultural stereotypes, Degillo says she hasn’t met any 
truly apathetic youth. Rather, she believes, young people simply 
need to discover the right connection between their personal 
struggles and the larger issues that affect their communities.

Degillo began making her own links between the personal and 
the political on a summer day in 2006, when Raul Botello, then 
a neighborhood organizer, knocked on the door of her family’s 
apartment. Botello was from the Albany Park Neighborhood 
Council, a local coalition of religious, civic and education groups 
that work on housing, health care, immigration, and education 
issues, as well as the rights of young people. 

On the day she met Botello, Degillo recalls, she was depressed and 
alienated. She had lost her brother to liver cancer, as he waited in 
the Philippines for his own green card to immigrate to the U.S. She 
also felt disengaged from her high school studies. 

Yet Degillo’s subsequent work with Albany Park Neighborhood 
Council transformed her into someone engaged and optimistic. 
“Organizing saved my life,” Degillo says.

Botello became Degillo’s mentor at Albany Park Neighborhood 
Council, where he is now associate director. “She is a natural 
talent,” he says of his protégé. “She has a very warm personality 
and endless energy. She sees anything that goes wrong as an 
opportunity to learn. She is one of the most thoughtful people I’ve 
ever worked with.”

On Degillo’s first day as a volunteer at the neighborhood council, 
she registered a record number of voters. She went on to work on 
immigration and refugee issues and, today, as a member of the 
council staff, devotes much of her working hours to collaborating 
with the Alliance for Educational Justice, a three-year-old national 
coalition of grassroots groups advocating for change in federal 
education policy. 

Youth Leading 
Change
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To learn more about Maria and 
Maria Full of Hope, visit
caseygrants.org/hope

“There they were, talking about my 
future without even looking at me.” 
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“So my secret with young 
people is talking with them... 
I respect what comes out of 
their mouth. Because I know 
what it's like to be ignored."

Youth Leading 
Change
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Degillo is also active in VOYCE, Voices of Youth in Chicago Education, 
a network of community groups that presses for student-led changes 
in discipline and teacher-quality policies. VOYCE supports the use 
of “restorative justice,” in which students who have broken school 
rules can make amends to those they have offended, instead of being 
suspended, which increases their risk of dropping out. 

One of Degillo’s special talents is her capacity to listen closely to 
students who feel disengaged from school, because she so clearly 
remembers what that was like for her.

“If a student isn’t coming to class, it’s much less effective to suspend 
them than to sit down and find out what’s going wrong,” she says. 

That is a lesson Degillo keeps in mind in her life as an organizer: “It’s 
up to us to bring the connections of what we do to people’s daily lives 
to the surface, to help get them engaged in what we’re talking about.”

In 2008, Degillo  participated in the Equal Voice for America’s Families 
campaign to create a national platform by and for low-income families. 
When an energized Degillo returned to Chicago from the conference, 
she asked Botello what he thought would happen next with Equal 
Voice. “Equal Voice is not the conference,” Botello responded. “ Equal 
Voice is us.  Equal Voice is about today.”  Subsequently,  Degillo has 
worked on a mentoring program for incoming Chicago Public Schools  
students, tenant rights legislation, and passage of the Illinois DREAM 
Act.   

Today, Degillo is continuing her education on her own terms. She 
received her GED in 2009 and currently attends community college. 
Later this year, she plans to transfer to a four-year university, to study 
political science, economics and management. Botello says Albany 
Park Neighborhood Council will offer Maria a full scholarship and the 
promise of a job once she graduates.

Degillo says she is proud to work as an organizer at such a young age 
and intends to stick with it. The secret behind her effectiveness, she 
says, is her understanding of the importance of relationships. “It’s not 
just about working for something together or changing policies,” she 
says, “but about relationship-building and love for one another.“

“So my secret with young people is talking with them,” Degillo says. “I 
know that sounds simple, but from my experience the best connection 
I have with young people is that I respect what comes out of their 
mouths. Because I know what it’s like to be ignored.”

Photos from the documentary Maria Full of Hope
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Juvenile Justice Project 
of Louisiana (JJPL) 

Juvenile Justice Project of 
Louisiana’s  (JJPL) mission is to 
transform the juvenile justice 
system into one that builds on 
the strengths of young people, 
families and communities to ensure 
children are given the greatest 
opportunities to grow and thrive.

1600 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70113

http://jjpl.org/

NEW ORLEANS
LOUISIANA

Intern Organizer

Young 
Adults 
Striving 
for Success



“I love what I do,  
  I love empowering people.”



asked him to join a campaign to improve 
conditions at the detention center, he didn’t 
hesitate to sign up.

The facility had deteriorated substantially in the 
years since Casmier had last seen it. Perennially 
overcrowded, the building had sustained major 
damage from Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The 
treatment of minors during that emergency 
became a minor national scandal, after stories 
emerged of young detainees locked in cells, 
hip-deep in water, and without food as guards 
fled the scene. 

In 2007, the Juvenile Justice Project of 
Louisiana sued the City of New Orleans to 
reform the Youth Study Center, demanding that 
authorities reduce the use of force by staff and 
increase education opportunities and mental 
and physical health services. Out of this effort 
came a new group called Young Adults Striving 
for Success (YASS), formed mostly by local 
veterans of Youth Study Center, which today 
works to train youth in leadership skills while 
advocating for young people on several fronts, 
including the schools and the juvenile justice 
system.  

In the final stage of the Youth Study Center 
campaign,  YASS members protested outside 
the facility  for more than a month, drawing 
media attention. City officials, under pressure, 
finally agreed to a series of reforms that are still 
underway.

“They had no choice but to improve it,” 
Casmier recalls proudly, adding, “This was the 
first time in my life that I felt like I had power. It 
felt like I actually had a voice.”

Early this year, Casmier returned to YASS  to 
work as an intern. His duties include knocking 

Shane Casmier believes that miracles 
happen when people stick together. 
He has seen it in his own life and in his 

work as an organizer with Young Adults Striving 
for Success, a youth-run program to reform New 
Orleans’ juvenile justice system and to keep 
kids in school and out of trouble.

Casmier, 21, was just 12 years old when he was 
arrested for trying to steal a bike and other 
merchandise from a Walmart store. “I wasn’t a 
bad kid, but I was hanging out with the wrong 
people,” he says today. 

He spent four months in New Orleans’ Youth 
Study Center, the euphemistic name for the 
city’s only juvenile detention center. This was 
just six years after The New York Times had 
called the Orleans Parish juvenile justice system 
the worst in the nation.

“I was traumatized in there,” Casmier recalls. 
“The conditions were just inhumane. The walls 
were moldy, and there were bugs in the food. 
Kids were thrown into isolation for days at a 
time. I saw people fighting all the time … I was 
scared stiff.” 

Considering Casmier’s circumstances – poverty, 
divorced parents and a first arrest at such an 
early age – the odds were high that he would 
cycle in and out of the Youth Study Center 
throughout his teens and perhaps eventually 
end up in prison. 

Instead, Casmier was fortunate that his 
family and neighbors supported him as he 
straightened out and graduated from high 
school. He  went on to get a steady job, 
installing water-coolers with his brother, but  
never forgot the view from the inside of the 
Youth Study Center. In 2008, when a friend 

Youth Leading 
Change



an organizer for the Juvenile Justice Project, 
praises, in particular, his enthusiasm for and 
talent at communicating with people from 
diverse backgrounds.

Casmier now has short-term and long-term 
goals for himself. In the short-term, he wants to 
earn enough money to move out of his mother’s 
house and share an apartment with friends. 
His plan is to combine work with going back to 
school. 

In the long-term, he says, “I want to be a 
political organizer.”  

Casmier says he eventually wants to help tackle 
broad issues such as racial discrimination in 
hiring and the blighted infrastructure in New 
Orleans’ poorer neighborhoods. 

But meanwhile, he’s enjoying what comes 
his way each day. “I was blessed with this 
opportunity,” he says. “When you can put a 
smile on some youth’s face despite what they’re 
going through, you make them feel like a 
million, and you feel like a million, too.”

“I love what I do,” Casmier says. “I love 
empowering people.”

on doors, distributing fliers to recruit youth into 
the organization, writing Web-page content and 
organizing meetings. He also recently served as 
“fry technician” at a fish fry for new members. 

YASS  members meet weekly to support each 
other and to plan their advocacy campaigns.  
The group has also joined with four like-minded 
youth organizations in a broader New Orleans 
youth-leadership movement called Power of a 
Million Minds.

Casmier is most proud of the informal part of his 
job, however, in which he offers youth the kind 
of friendly support that helped him when he was 
younger. 

“There’s this one kid with an open case 
who had been coming to meetings and got 
discouraged,” he says. “He’s 13, and he’s been 
in and out of the system, let down by society, 
and his neighborhood hasn’t done much. I 
happened to run across him and told him to 
come back, and he’s now doing so much better. 
He’s playing more basketball; he’s got more 
ambition; he’s walking taller. The judges see him 
now and say, ‘You’ve done good for yourself.’ I 
think we’ve saved his life.”

Casmier’s colleagues agree that he has 
extraordinary people skills. Miguel Nunez, 

“This was the first time in my life 
that I felt like I had power. 
It felt like I actually had a voice.“
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Los Angeles Community 
Action Network (LA CAN)

The mission of the Los Angeles 
Community Action Network 
(LA CAN) is to help people 
dealing with poverty create and 
discover opportunities, while 
serving as a vehicle to ensure 
they have voice, power and 
opinion in the decisions that 
are directly affecting them.

530 S. Main Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013

http://www.cangress.org/

LOS ANGELES
CALIFORNIA

STEVE DIAZSTEVE DIAZ



I wasn’t doing anything productive 
at all... but then I got this great 
opportunity to be able to participate 
in something bigger than myself.”



“It’s one thing to have someone telling 
you about poverty who hasn’t been 
there. The uniqueness of LA CAN is 
that we’ve been there. We are there.” 

Campaign to Restore National Housing Rights 
(CRNHR) members discuss strategy for national 
human right to housing campaign.

Youth Leading 
Change
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W hen Steve Diaz was 19 years old, his parents were 
evicted from their apartment building and moved with 
him to a residential hotel in downtown Los Angeles.  

“The conditions were really bad,” he recalls. “We had rats and 
roaches and stopped-up toilets, no hot water, and the elevator 
didn’t work.”  What bothered Diaz as much as any of that, however, 
were security rules, imposed soon after they moved in, that among 
other things required residents to show their ID before entering 
their building. 

It wasn’t just the inconvenience that bothered him.  The costly 
new procedures had been enforced to appease residents of more 
expensive housing on the same street, who had been complaining 
to city officials about the riff-raff in the hotel.  Diaz felt that he and 
his fellow tenants were the targets of discrimination, and it angered 
him that the building owner was spending money to mollify his rich 
neighbors instead of getting rid of the rats and roaches. “So many 
resources were being used for other people, when we had so many 
issues of our own,” he recalls. “Why weren’t those resources being 
used for us?”

That sense of injustice propelled Diaz to his first meeting of the 
Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN), where he 
eventually transformed himself from an eighth-grade dropout with 
little interest in politics to a full-time staff member and community 
organizer.  Diaz has worked at LA CAN for the past eight years.

“We feel like he grew up here,” says the group’s co-director, Becky 
Dennison, who recalls when older staff members would call Diaz 
“Baby Steve.” At 19, she says, “he had zero experience in any 
workplace.”

Diaz agrees: “I was not doing much of anything before I started 
organizing; I can tell you that. I wasn’t doing anything productive 
at all, and I didn’t have much idea of what was going on. But then 
I got this great opportunity to be able to participate in something 
bigger than myself.” 

Dennison says Diaz plunged into his work as he sought 
opportunities to build up his skills and knowledge.  Today, she says, 
“he has made himself into an amazing part of this organization, and 
a role model for new members.”

Founded in 1999, LA CAN’s mission is to include homeless and 
other low-income residents of the Central City East community, 
often referred to as Skid Row, in public decisions that affect them. 
Its members register voters, go door-to-door to educate tenants 
about their rights, and negotiate with city officials over rent control 
laws. 
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Diaz has also worked on a renter’s rights campaign, focusing on 
what is known as the “28-day shuffle.” That refers to a scam by 
which residential hotel owners prevent occupants from gaining 
rights as tenants, which state law allows after 30 days of continuous 
occupancy, by forcing them to move every 28 days. In the process, 
Diaz initiated and built up a program within his organization 
whereby local lawyers helped train his colleagues in eviction law, 
while the tenants’ rights group advised the lawyers in how best to 
represent them. 

Eight years ago, Diaz says, he never would have imagined that 
today he would be sitting at negotiating tables with lawyers and 
city officials.  “Most of my work has been communicating with 
adults and with families, sometimes with people who are three 
times older than me – and they look at me as a leader.”
 
But he knows he offers an important perspective. 

“It’s one thing to have someone telling you about poverty who 
hasn’t been there,” he says. “The uniqueness of LA CAN is that 
we’ve been there. We are there.”  For his part, Diaz says he has 
learned to let go of his own prejudices. “Too often, we look at 
people like “the other,” he says. “Like that’s the gang-banger; 
he don’t care, or that’s the low-income mother; she don’t care – 
instead of thinking that we should spend our time engaging with 
the person. And then we find they do care. Once the person has 
that link to the community, they always end up caring.”

Diaz says the most rewarding part of his job is being able to help 
people facing eviction, and then help them see how they are part 
of a much larger picture. “I remember myself going through that 
time, so to be able to witness that in folks is really great.” He wants 
to continue his career in organizing, and rise to a position where 
he can influence policy. Since joining LA CAN, he has gone back 
to school to get his GED, and is now taking community college 
classes in his time away from work. “I see myself with many more 
years in the movement,” Diaz says. 

Photos by: National Economic and Social Rights Initiative 
(NESRI) and Steve Diaz
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“I see myself with many more 
years in the movement.“

Steve Diaz listens as members discuss strategy 
for National Human Right to Housing campaign.
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La Unión del Pueblo Entero 
(LUPE) is committed to building 
stronger, healthier communities 
where colonia residents use 
their power to effect social 
change through community 
organizing and social services. 

P.O. Box 188 
San Juan, Texas 78589

http://lupenet.org/

SAN JUAN
TEXAS

La Unión del Pueblo 
Entero (LUPE)





J ohn-Michael Torres learned what it’s like to be poor by 
growing up in a housing project in Mission, Texas. But 
Torres didn’t think there was much he could do about 

poverty until the day he was handed a flier about a farmworker 
campaign to boycott Taco Bell.

Torres was a college freshman at the time, attending the University 
of Texas at Austin. That evening, he watched a documentary about 
farmworkers in Florida’s tomato fields who were being treated like 
slaves, working up to 12 hours a day, seven days a week, with their 
wages garnished by the traffickers who had brought them across the 
U.S. border. 

The farmworkers claimed Taco Bell, as a major buyer of the 
tomatoes, was partly responsible for the poor wages and conditions.

The issue resonated with Torres, whose father, the son of Mexican 
immigrants, had once worked on farms. 

“These were people who looked like me, he recalls. “Some didn’t 
speak a word of English, but they were talking about right and 
wrong and fair wages, and it was really powerful.” 

He signed up to help and spent the next several weeks immersed in 
the campaign.

Today, Torres is 28 years old, and employed as the communications 
director for La Unión del Pueblo Entero (LUPE) – the name translates 
to “the union of the entire people” – a community organization 
founded in 1989 by farmworker activist César Chávez on the belief 
that when people work together, they can effect social change. 

LUPE works to improve living conditions and immigrant rights 
for the 200,000 residents of the 1,500 colonias – low-income 
unincorporated neighborhoods – in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Torres says his heady days working on the Taco Bell campaign 
inspired his organizing career. The students didn’t achieve their 
goal of forcing the franchise off the Austin campus, but they did 
contribute to a movement that pressured the national corporation 
to agree to work toward improving conditions for farm laborers. 

“I subconsciously thought that we were never going to win,” 
Torres says. “So … when we found out we had won, I was walking 
on air. I started to see that what I’d always taken for granted as 
normal and inevitable – that some people are poor, and that the 
economy will have downturns – has specific causes and people 
who are responsible. It blew my mind that in this case you could 
actually identify people who were responsible for a problem and 
find a way to change things.”

Photo: LUPE social media team for the May 
20th Online Equal Voice Convention

Youth Leading 
Change
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“He (Torres) has added so much 
recognition and value to the hard work 
that the other organizers are doing.”
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“More and more young people are interested in 
what LUPE is doing, and I get to connect them 
with it. I feel very lucky to be doing this work.”
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In his current job with LUPE, Torres maintains that energy and 
enthusiasm, says the group’s executive director, Juanita Valdez-Cox, 
who praises his combination of “education and heart.” 

Torres not only manages the organization’s website but coordinates its 
social media, while also producing an online newsletter, writing press 
releases, working with reporters, and training his colleagues to speak 
out on issues. “He has added so much recognition and value to the 
hard work that the other organizers are doing,” says Valdez-Cox. 

Before Torres came to LUPE, in 2010, the organization was not 
using Facebook or Twitter, but now they are important tools for 
outreach and have brought significantly more attention to LUPE and 
its constituents from politicians and the press. That momentum has 
helped win support for two recent achievements by the group. 

In January, after an eight-year campaign, LUPE members persuaded 
Hidalgo County officials to install solar street lights in nine colonias. 
Torres says the lights will improve public safety for as many as 
100,000 residents and may even help local kids stay fit because 
they’ll be able to play outside later in the evenings.

Last November, working with the Rio Grande Valley Equal Voice 
Network, the group gained a much broader victory, winning $186 
million in federal disaster relief funds for low-income and colonia 
residents whose homes and drainage systems were severely 
damaged by Hurricane Dolly in 2008.

Now, Torres, says, LUPE has extended its campaign to make sure 
that local businesses and low-income residents are first in line for the 
disaster relief contracts and that low-income residents get construction 
training that will be useful to the community in the future. “We want 
at least 30 percent of that money to go to local companies rather than 
firms that come in from Louisiana, do the work and leave,” he says.

Torres says he hasn’t encountered many problems in getting colonia 
residents involved with efforts to improve their neighborhoods. He’s 
also finding it increasingly easy to get young people to participate. 
Social media help, but so does the fact that more people are 
making connections – just like Torres did, back in college – between 
problems in their own lives and larger social issues. 

“People here have always been in a recession, but now it’s affecting 
broader segments of the population, so the media are talking 
about it, and young people like me are getting on Facebook and 
learning more about the issues,” Torres says. 

“More and more young people are interested in what LUPE is 
doing, and I get to connect them with it. I feel very lucky to be 
doing this work.”

Photos by: Silicon Valley De-Bug social media consultant and LUPE

Equal Voice Online Convention.
To learn more about the convention
visit www.equalvoice2012.org

“More and more young people are interested in 
what LUPE is doing, and I get to connect them 
with it. I feel very lucky to be doing this work.”
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CommunicationCapacity
Building

Grantmaking

Marguerite Casey Foundation is dedicated to creating a movement of working 
families advocating on their own behalf for change. We strive to bring humility and hope 
to our work. Our actions are guided by the firm belief that significant positive change 
is not only possible, but absolutely necessary. Within this framework, we seek to do the 
following:

•	 Support and nurture strong, vibrant activism within and among families, enabling 
them to advocate for their own interests and improve the public and private systems 
that impact their lives.

•	 Examine, change and inform the advancement of social and economic policies and 
practices that promote the development of strong families and strong communities.

•	 Encourage the development of a coherent knowledge base for advocates, families 
and the organizations that serve them.

•	 Invest in system change and cross-system change in order to generate greater 
knowledge and provide effective working models for practice.

The foundation’s target population includes low-income families, communities of color 
and youth residing in rural and urban areas in the West, Southwest, South, Midwest and 
Washington state. 

Since its inception in 2001, Marguerite Casey Foundation has strategically 
focused its grantmaking – and non-grantmaking work – to nurture a movement 
of families advocating in their own behalf for change.



Who Led

Martin Luther King, Jr., Age 26
Led the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott and helped 
found the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) two years later, serving as its first president.

Angela Davis, Age 25
Fought the injustices being committed in her 
community by organizing local group rallies and 
fundraisers. She also worked with the Black Panther 
Party on educational programs, and with Chicano 
organizations.

César Estrada Chávez, Age 25
Became an organizer for the Community Service Or-
ganization (CSO). Urged Mexican Americans to reg-
ister and vote, and he traveled throughout California 
and made speeches in support of workers’ rights. 

Harriet Tubman, Age 29
Escaped from slavery, then made a dozen trips 
through the underground railroad to rescue more 
than 70 others with help from other activists and 
sympathizers.  An abolitionist and humanitarian, in 
later life she worked in the fight for women’s suffrage.

Mario Savio, Age 22
One of the leaders of the “Free Speech Movement,“ 
which was staged at University of California, Berkeley, 
and resulted in the administration lifting the ban 
on campus political activities and acknowledge the 
students’ right to free speech and academic freedom.

Those

Change as Youth

TM
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9to5, Atlanta Working Women 
Atlanta, GA 
For building a movement of low-
wage women to promote state 
and local policies that address the 
issue of working poverty.

Albany Park 
Neighborhood Council
Chicago, IL 
For general support of constituent-
led organizing on issues of public 
education, well-being of youth, 
affordable housing, immigration 
and affordable health care using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Alliance for Justice
Washington, DC 
For general support for providing 
information, training and resources 
that will build the capacity of the 
nonprofit community to engage 
in advocacy, hold government 
accountable and help ensure that 
the voices of low-income families 
are heard in the debates that 
shape public policy.

American Friends 
Service Committee - San 
Francisco
San Francisco, CA 
For general support of grassroots 
community organizing that uses 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to help low-in-
come families in the Central Valley 
develop a voice in public decision-
making. This grant will support the 
Pan Valley Institute, the Central 
California Coalition for Immigrant 
Rights, and Proyecto Campesino.

American Indian Center
Chicago, IL 
For issue education, leadership 
development and capacity building 
to strengthen low-income American 
Indian and Alaska Native families, 
increase their civic engagement 
and address public policies 
affecting Native communities.

Arise Citizens’ Policy 
Project
Montgomery, AL 
For movement building, using 
the Equal Voice framework to 
improve state policies that affect 
low-income working families in 
Alabama.

ARISE Support Center 
Alamo, TX 
For general support for 
empowering and mobilizing 
low-income immigrant families to 
advocate for improved education, 
fair housing, immigration 
reform and improved colonia 
infrastructure using the Equal 
Voice framework for movement 
building.

Asian Immigrant 
Women Advocates
Oakland, CA 
For a final grant to use the Equal 
Voice framework for building 
the leadership and advocacy 
capacities of low-income 
immigrant women and youth.

Asian Pacific 
American Legal Center
Los Angeles, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build the capacity 
of Asian Pacific American 
communities to engage in a 
national movement of low-income 
families.

Asian Pacific 
Environmental Network
Oakland, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build the leadership, 
policy advocacy and civic 
engagement capacity of Asian 
Pacific American communities in 
the Bay Area and throughout the 
state of California.

Association of Black 
Foundation Executives 
(ABFE)
New York, NY 
For promoting effective and 
responsive philanthropy in black 
communities.

Border Action Network 
Tucson, AZ 
For providing organizing and 
leadership development for youth 
and adults in Arizona to advocate 
for better immigrant and human 
rights policies.

Brownsville Community 
Health Center 
Brownsville, TX 
For developing community 
leadership skills among low-
income families to implement 
advocacy campaigns that address 
health, education, housing, jobs 
and immigration issues.

Building Movement 
Project
New York, NY 
For research, publications that 
provide ideas, data and evidence 
to support ways in which nonprofit 
organizations can embrace and 
employ movement building for 
social change that aligns with 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

California Child Care 
Resource and Referral 
Network - Parent Voices
San Francisco, CA 
For general support of 
issue education, leadership 
development, and advocacy 
efforts with parents throughout 
the state of California to address 
access to quality, affordable 
child care using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building.

GRANTEES
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CANGRESS dba Los 
Angeles Community 
Action Network 
Los Angeles, CA 
For organizing and mobilizing 
African-American and Latino 
residents in the Skid Row section 
of downtown Los Angeles and 
South Los Angeles to advocate 
for policies that will substantially 
improve the quality of life in their 
communities.

Center for 
Community Change
Washington, DC 
For connecting grassroots 
organizations that engage low-
income families in the civic life 
of the nation to opportunities to 
change federal policy.

Center for Social 
Inclusion
New York, NY 
For supporting education 
and advocacy that results in 
transformative policies, effective 
alliances and meaningful 
communications strategies for 
equity for communities of color.

Center for the Study of 
Social Policy 
Washington, DC 
For supporting engagement of 
low-income family members in the 
Alliance for Racial Equity in Child 
Welfare and to provide education 
and technical assistance in efforts 
to achieve race equity in the 
child welfare system.

Center for Third
World Organizing 
Oakland, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement 
building to implement sustained 
grassroots organizing and 
leadership development in low-
income communities in the Bay 
Area and to develop and deploy 
trained organizers across the 
United States.

Centro Binacional para 
el Desarrollo Indígena 
Oaxaqueño
Fresno, CA 
For general support of health 
education, advocacy and civic 
participation using the Equal 
Voice framework for movement 
building among Oaxacan families 
throughout the Central Valley 
region.

Centro Del Obrero 
Fronterizo dba 
La Mujer Obrera
El Paso, TX 
For movement building, using the 
Equal Voice framework to engage 
low-income women community 
leaders in promoting equitable 
economic development, worker 
rights and safe and thriving 
communities.

Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless 
Chicago, IL 
For movement building, using 
the Equal Voice framework 
for leadership and network 
development, family engagement, 
organizing, and advocacy in 
support of affordable housing 
and prevention of homelessness 
among low-income youth and 
families.

Chicago Legal Advocacy 
for Incarcerated Mothers 
(CLAIM)
Chicago, IL 
For low-income family 
leadership development, public 
policy advocacy and network 
development using the Equal 
Voice framework for movement 
building.

Chinatown Community 
Development Center
San Francisco, CA 
The Equal Voice framework in 
building the leadership, policy 
advocacy and civic engagement 
capacity of families in San 
Francisco’s low-income 
communities. Fifty thousand 
dollars as a one-time grant for 
the Gordon Chin Community 
Leadership Fund.

Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights of Los 
Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build a movement 
led by low-income immigrant 
families to advocate for state and 
national policies that will advance 
the social and economic well-
being of all America’s families.

Coalition of African, 
Arab, Asian, European 
and Latino Immigrants of 
Illinois (CAAAELII)
Chicago, IL 
For supporting grassroots leadership 
development, civic engagement of 
and activism by diverse low-income 
immigrant families.

Community Coalition 
for Substance Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment
Los Angeles, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build movement that 
advances the social and economic 
well-being of low-income families in 
South Los Angeles.
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Community Media 
Organizing Project 
Knoxville, TN 
For increasing the use of 
media to support and improve 
community organizing in the 
South as a means of building a 
movement for social change using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building in the region.

Consejo de Federaciones 
Mexicanas en Norte 
América (COFEM)
Los Angeles, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build movement 
toward social and economic 
equity for low-income immigrant 
families.

Developing 
Communities Project
Chicago, IL 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to foster 
leadership development, issue 
education, policy advocacy, 
collaboration and organizing on 
issues identified by low-income 
families of South Side Chicago.

Diné Citizens Against 
Ruining our Environment
Winslow, AZ 
For mobilizing Navajo people 
to eliminate pollution and 
exploitation of their natural 
resources and advocate for 
sustainable energy solutions and 
green job creation.

Dona Ana County 
Colonias Development 
Council 
Las Cruces, NM 
For movement building, using 
the Equal Voice framework to 
develop and mobilize community 
leaders who will promote policies 
that support farmworker and 
immigrant rights as well as safe 
and thriving communities.

East Bay Alliance for a 
Sustainable Economy
Oakland, CA 
For general support to transform 
the local economy by using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to improve 
workplace standards, create 
quality jobs and increase access 
to jobs for low-income residents 
of the East Bay in Northern 
California.

Environmental Health 
Coalition
National City, CA 
For leadership development and 
policy advocacy in alignment 
with the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building, toward 
achieving environmental equity 
and economic prosperity in San 
Diego’s low-income communities.

Erie Neighborhood Houses
Chicago, IL 
For movement building, using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
leadership development of 
low-income parents, network 
development, and policy advocacy 
to increase low-income families’ 
access to education, training and 
employment opportunities.

Families and Friends of 
Louisiana’s Incarcerated 
Children (FFLIC)
New Orleans, LA 
For empowering individuals, 
families and community residents 
to transform the juvenile 
correctional and public education 
systems into institutions that are 
fair and equitable and that respect 
the rights and needs of youth and 
their families in New Orleans.

Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives Land 
Assistance Fund 
East Point, GA 
For advocating national rural 
policies, empowering Southern 
rural families and engaging them 
in economic development.

Florida Immigrant 
Coalition 
Miami, FL 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building to 
grow political power and 
civic engagement capacity 
in marginalized immigrant 
communities in Florida.
Georgia Citizens’ 
Coalition on Hunger 
Atlanta, GA 
For raising awareness of and 
advocating policies to address 
hunger, homelessness and poverty 
in the state of Georgia using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Georgia Strategic Alliance 
for New Directions and 
Unified Policies (STAND-
UP)
Atlanta, GA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building 
to provide low-income and working 
families with information and 
resources to help create healthy, 
livable neighborhoods in Georgia 
and throughout the Southeast.

Grassroots Collaborative 
Chicago, IL 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building 
to engage low-income family 
leaders in organizing and policy 
advocacy, skills development and 
effective coalition partnerships for 
policy change.

Grassroots Global Justice 
Beaumont, CA 
For support of the use of the Equal 
Voice framework to strengthen 
nationally networked movement 
building efforts that include 
grassroots constituent voices and 
leadership.

GRANTEES
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Greater Birmingham 
Ministries
Birmingham, AL 
For building strategic 
partnerships and to promote 
community leadership across 
the multidenominational and 
economically diverse five-county 
Birmingham metropolitan area.
Highlander Research and 
Education Center 
New Market, TN 
For developing community 
leadership and strengthening 
the capacity of social change 
organizations by fostering 
networks across organizations 
and regions in alignment with 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Hispanic Interest 
Coalition of Alabama
Birmingham, AL 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to provide 
support for social, civic and 
economic integration to low-
income Latino families through 
advocacy, organizing, leadership 
development and coalition 
building.
 
Hispanics in Philanthropy
San Francisco, CA 
For general support for mobilizing 
philanthropy for social change 
in Latino communities using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

IAF Northwest
Tukwila, WA
For general support of leadership 
development, outreach, organizing 
and policy advocacy using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to address 
issues of concern to low-income 
families, including employment, 
education, health and housing.

Illinois Coalition for 
Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights
Chicago,IL  
For family engagement, 
leadership development, network 
development, organizing and 
advocacy that will contribute to 
policy reform, poverty reduction 
and integration of low-income 
families into society in alignment 
with the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Independent Sector
Washington, DC 
For promoting increased nonprofit 
and philanthropic engagement on 
issues of strengthening democracy, 
civic engagement and nonprofit 
accountability.

InnerCity Struggle
Los Angeles, CA 
For general support of using 
the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building 
in community organizing, 
leadership development and civic 
engagement strategies supporting 
quality education for East Los 
Angeles youth.

Intercultural Development 
Research Association
San Antonio, TX 
For general support for 
strengthening the capacity of 
the Rio Grande Valley Equal 
Voice Network - by developing 
a leadership training curriculum, 
training community leaders in 
education advocacy, and providing 
policy tools for the network’s 
education advocacy campaigns.

Jobs with Justice 
Education Fund
Washington, DC 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to train, 
educate and engage low-income 
and economically disenfranchised 
communities to identify, take action 
on and advocate for solutions that 
improve their own circumstances.

Juvenile Justice Project of 
Louisiana 
New Orleans, LA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building 
to transform the Louisiana juvenile 
justice system into one that builds 
on the strengths of young people, 
families and communities to ensure 
children are given the greatest 
opportunity to grow and thrive.

La Unión del Pueblo 
Entero 
San Juan, TX 
For general support for using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to organize 
communities to advocate for 
improved education, fair housing, 
workers’ rights, colonia infrastructure 
and immigration reform.

Labor Community 
Strategy Center
Los Angeles, CA 
For building regional and national 
movement for structural change that 
will improve the lives of families in 
low-income communities.

Latino Center for 
Prevention and Action in 
Health and Welfare dba 
Latino Health Access
Santa Ana, CA 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building to 
engage uninsured, underserved 
people in issue education and 
policy advocacy strategies that 
emphasize full participation of 
families in decisions affecting their 
health.
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Leadership Center for the 
Common Good
Washington, DC 
For general support to provide 
training programs and services 
that align with the Equal Voice 
framework to support emerging 
and existing state-based 
community organizations to be 
better advocates on issues that 
impact low income families.

Logan Square 
Neighborhood 
Association 
Chicago, IL 
For supporting education, activism 
and advocacy on affordable 
housing, education, immigration 
justice and other issues.

Los Angeles Alliance for a 
New Economy 
Los Angeles, CA 
For pursuing regional and national 
strategies and policies that will 
transform the economy to create 
prosperity for all of America’s 
families.

Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Churches 
Los Angeles, CA 
For building the capacity of 
churches and their congregations 
to revitalize low-income African-
American communities in South 
Los Angeles.

Louisiana Children’s 
Museum
New Orleans, LA 
For providing, in alignment with 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building, a structured 
environment in New Orleans 
for Louisiana children, families 
and educators to learn through 
creative, interactive play.

Louisiana Housing 
Alliance 
Baton Rouge, LA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building 
to ensure the preservation and 
production of quality affordable 
housing for low- and moderate-
income Louisianans and those with 
special needs.

Louisiana Justice Institute 
New Orleans, LA 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to build 
capacity for statewide, systemic 
legal advocacy with low-income 
communities and communities of 
color in Louisiana.

Lower 9th Ward 
Neighborhood 
Empowerment Network 
Association
New Orleans, LA 
For engaging, informing and 
empowering residents to play a 
central role in the recovery and 
equitable rebuilding of the Lower 
9th Ward of New Orleans using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Marin County Grassroots 
Leadership Network dba 
Grassroots Leadership 
Network of Marin
San Rafael, CA 
For building the capacity of low-
income African-American, Latino 
and Southeast Asian communities 
to advance public policies that 
promote social and economic 
equity in Marin County.

Mary Queen of Viet Nam 
Community Development 
Corporation
New Orleans, LA 
For improving the quality of life 
for residents of New Orleans 
East through economic and 
social development, community 
empowerment and civic 
engagement using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building.

Metropolitan Tenants 
Organization
Chicago, IL 
For family engagement, leadership 
development, organizing, network 
development and policy advocacy 
efforts led by and for tenants, to 
increase affordable housing for 
low-income community members.

Mississippi Immigrants 
Rights Alliance (MIRA)
Jackson, MS 
For expanding the rights and 
opportunities of all immigrants and 
to strengthen families through civic 
education and engagement.

Mississippi Workers’ 
Center for Human 
Rights 
Greenville, MS 
For engaging low-income working 
families in campaigns to improve 
housing, job opportunities, 
protections for families with injured 
workers and voter participation 
using the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building.

Movement Vision Lab 
Brooklyn, NY 
For the Movement Vision Lab to 
work with community organizations 
through strategic communications 
and technology to introduce into 
the mainstream public discourse 
more transformative ideas about 
building a better American society.

GRANTEES
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Mujeres Latinas en Acción 
Chicago, IL 
For programs to engage low-
income Latina/o families and 
youth in civic participation and 
public policy advocacy through 
issue education, organizing and 
leadership development.

National Association 
for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP)
Baltimore, MD 
For public policy reform, 
community organizing, litigation, 
public awareness and applied 
research to achieve a broad 
range of social justice reform for 
disadvantaged and vulnerable 
communities.

National Committee for 
Responsive Philanthropy
Washington, DC 
For general support to promote 
philanthropy that serves the public 
good.

National People’s Action
Chicago, IL 
For movement building, using the 
Equal Voice framework to develop 
ideas, leadership and collective 
power among community-based 
organizations that are working 
toward an effective democracy 
that advances racial and economic 
justice.

New Mexico 
Acequia Association
Santa Fe, NM 
For movement building, using 
the Equal Voice framework to 
develop community leaders whose 
advocacy goals include improved 
infrastructure for communities, 
preservation of sustainable local 
economies, and family land-
ownership for economic self-
sufficiency.

Nonprofit Assistance 
Center
Seattle, WA
For general support for leadership 
development, policy advocacy and 
education activities of the Refugee 
Collaborative Program that align 
with the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Northern California 
Grantmakers 
San Francisco, CA 
For general support to advance 
mutual grantmaker agendas for 
advocacy, education and activist 
efforts that address chronic 
poverty in California, using 
strategies that align with the Equal 
Voice framework for movement 
building.

Parents for Public 
Schools 
Jackson, MS 
For building low-income parents’ 
organizing and leadership capacity 
for public education advocacy 
using the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building.

Peace and Justice Action 
League of Spokane FS: 
Washington Community 
Action Network 
Education and Research 
Fund (Washington CAN!)
Spokane, WA
For support of using the Equal 
Voice framework for movement 
building for community organizing, 
education and advocacy on issues 
of economic justice, human rights 
and peace that affect low-income 
families.

People Organized to Win 
Employment Rights 
San Francisco, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build the capacity 
of families and youth to advocate 
policies that will improve the well-
being of low-income communities 
in San Francisco and build 
movement for impact at national 
scale.

PolicyLink 
Oakland, CA 
For support of the creation and 
facilitation of an Equal Voice 
delegation of at least 30 individuals 
selected from Marguerite Casey 
Foundation grantee organizations 
to convene before and attend as a 
group PolicyLink’s Equity Summit 
2011 in Detroit.

Potlatch Fund
Seattle, WA
For expanding philanthropy in 
Northwest Indian Country and 
empowering Native communities 
to organize.

Primavera Foundation
Tucson, AZ 
For general support for developing 
an Equal Voice network in Tucson 
by engaging youth and adults in 
advocacy campaigns to eliminate 
predatory lending, reform criminal 
justice policies and protect public 
support for children and family services.

Project South: Institute 
for the Elimination of 
Poverty & Genocide
Atlanta, GA
For building critical infrastructure, 
effective leadership and innovative 
practices for racial, economic and 
social transformation in the South 
using the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building.
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Proyecto Juan Diego 
Brownsville, TX 
For movement building, using the 
Equal Voice framework to develop 
low-income family leaders who 
can improve their lives and 
communities by advocating 
policies for equitable health care, 
immigration and education.

Potlatch Fund
Seattle, WA 
For expanding philanthropy in 
Northwest Indian Country and 
empowering Native communities 
to organize.

Public Interest Projects: 
Chicago Communities for 
Public Education Reform
New York, NY 
For supporting community 
organizing coalitions with the 
goal of improving education 
opportunities and outcomes 
for low-income students and 
students of color, in alignment 
with the Equal Voice framework 
for movement building. 

Pushback Network
New York, NY 
For education and advocacy 
conducted through a multistate 
network of state-based alliances 
focused on increasing civic 
engagement among their 
constituents, low-income families 
and people of color.

Radio Bilingüe
Fresno, CA 
For general support for increasing 
the civic participation and advocacy 
capacity of Latinos and other 
underserved communities through 
the broadcast of informational 
and cultural programming.

South Texas Adult 
Resource and Training 
Center 
San Benito, TX 
For empowering low-income 
families to advocate for worker rights, 
quality education, and criminal justice 
and immigration reform.

South x Southwest 
Experiment  
Albuquerque, NM 
For movement building, using the 
Equal Voice framework to develop 
a multiracial, multistate constituent 
base of engaged youth and adult 
leaders advocating fair electoral 
representation and governance 
accountable to community 
members.

Southern 
Education Foundation
Atlanta, GA 
For general support for combating 
poverty and inequality through 
public education reform research, 
education and advocacy in the 
South.

Southern Mutual Help 
Association
New Iberia, LA 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to help low-
income rural Louisiana residents 
build prosperous communities 
through community development 
investment, civic participation and 
public policy change.

Southern Rural Black 
Women’s Initiative
Jackson, MS 
For developing community 
leadership among low-income 
young and adult women in rural 
communities and engaging them 
in advocacy for equitable health 
care, education and job training 
policies, using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building.

Southwest Organizing 
Project 
Chicago, IL 
For family engagement, 
leadership development, 
organizing, advocacy and network 
development for racial and 
economic equity using the Equal 
Voice framework for movement 
building.

SouthWest 
Organizing Project  
Albuquerque, NM 
For general support for 
developing community leaders, 
engaging families in advocacy, 
and leading civic engagement and 
advocacy campaigns for economic 
justice using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building.

Southwest 
Workers’ Union 
San Antonio, TX 
For movement building, using the 
Equal Voice framework to form 
movement building networks and 
to develop low-income family 
leaders and engage them in local 
and state-level advocacy. 

Strategic Concepts in 
Organizing and Policy 
Education (SCOPE)
Los Angeles, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build movement 
at local, state and national levels 
that will shift public consciousness 
toward policies that lead to 
prosperity for all families. 

Statewide Poverty Action 
Network FS: Solid Ground
Seattle, WA
For using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building 
to engage low-income families 
in effecting policies that have a 
positive impact on their lives
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36



Tennesseans for Fair 
Taxation
Knoxville, TN 
For employing education, 
advocacy and activism as 
strategies to create a more 
equitable and progressive state 
tax system that provides revenue 
to strengthen the common good 
and to invest in Tennessee, its 
communities, and its people.

Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition 
(TIRRC) 
Nashville, TN 
For empowering immigrants and 
refugees throughout Tennessee 
to develop a unified voice, 
defend their rights and create 
an atmosphere in which they are 
recognized as positive contributors 
to the state.

Tewa Women United
Santa Cruz, NM 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to organize 
Native women leaders to work 
to reduce harmful environmental 
effects, strengthen families, 
reduce poverty and prevent sexual 
violence.

Texas RioGrande 
Legal Aid  
Weslaco, TX 
For training  community leaders 
about education, health care, jobs, 
housing and immigration issues; 
provide policy research for the 
Equal Voice Network – Rio Grande 
Valley working groups; and 
forming an Equal Voice Council of 
Colonias. 

Tonatierra Community 
Development Institute 
Phoenix, AZ 
For empowering families and 
engaging them in advocating for 
policies that protect human rights 
and improve the lives of low-
income working families.

United Indians of All 
Tribes Foundation
Seattle, WA
For convening an urban 
Indian policy round table and 
strengthening institutional 
capacity and community 
partnerships.

University of Maryland 
Baltimore County Shriver 
Center, Choice Program
Baltimore, MD 
For a nationally recognized 
initiative that incorporates the 
Equal Voice framework for 
movement building to serve youth 
in Maryland’s juvenile justice 
system and their families.

Urban Habitat
Oakland, CA 
For general support to use 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building for policy 
advocacy, capacity building and 
multisector alliance building in 
support of regional and statewide 
family-sustaining policies.

Village of Hope FS: 
People's Institute for 
Survival and Beyond
Seattle, WA
For family engagement, leadership 
development, organizing and 
policy advocacy to reduce racial 
inequities and promote community 
well-being, using the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building.

W. Haywood Burns 
Institute
San Francisco, CA 
For general support for providing 
training and technical assistance 
in alignment with the Equal Voice 
framework for movement building 
to change policies, procedures 
and practices that affect youth 
of color and poor children in the 
juvenile justice system in California 
and nationwide.

Washington Community 
Action Network 
Education and Research 
Fund (Washington CAN!)
Spokane, WA
For organizing, leadership 
development, and capacity 
building to engage diverse 
low-income family members as 
grassroots leaders in campaigns 
to change policies that affect their 
lives.

Westside Health 
Authority
Chicago, IL 
For leadership development, 
organizing, capacity building and 
public policy advocacy by and 
for low-income residents, using 
the Equal Voice framework for 
movement building.

Working Partnerships 
USA
San Jose, CA 
For developing the capacities of 
individuals and organizations to 
achieve policy change in Santa 
Clara County, statewide and 
nationally that will improve the 
economic and social well-being of 
low-income families.

YMCA of Greater Long 
Beach Community 
Development Branch
Long Beach, CA 
For using the Equal Voice 
framework to build the leadership 
capacity of low-income youth and 
families in Long Beach and to 
build movement by developing 
the capacity of YMCAs across the 
country to effectively engage low-
income communities.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Investment Income
Earnings                $    9,971,000
less: Investment management expenses       (2,039,000)
less: Federal excise tax            (636,000)
 Net investment income                   7,296,000

Expenditures
Grants & programs services       28,307,000
Compensation & benefits          2,884,000
Operations & support services         1,755,000
 Total spending        32,949,000

Decrease in Net Assets  $ (25,650,000)
  

GRANTS APPROVED IN 2011

Advocacy Activism

Education

32 57

28

Grantee
Strategies

Grants & program services

Compensation & benefits

Operations & support 
services



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

Freeman A. Hrabowski, III
Chair

Patricia Schroeder
Vice Chair

David Villa
Treasurer

Melody Barnes

Douglas X. Patiño
Secretary

William H. FoegeAngela Diaz

Luz Vega-Marquis  President & CEO

Kathleen Baca   Director of Communications
Peter Bloch Garcia  Program Officer
Rich Boswell  Grants Administrator
William Cordery  Program Officer
Ericka Cox   Program Officer
Jennifer Gianni-Haubry  Finance Manager
Sunny Hong   Administrative Assistant
Suphatra Laviolette  Administrative Specialist
Joyce Lee    Chief Financial Officer 
Lupe Lopez   Director of Strategic Collective Capacity
Cheryl Milloy   Evaluation & Research Officer
Kathy Mulady  Reporter, Equal Voice Newspaper
Piilani Pang   Director of Human Resources & Administration
Cynthia Renfro   Director of Programs & Evaluation
Jessica Tracey  Administrative Assistant
Karen Urlie    Administrative Specialist
Vanessa Ushio  Graphic Designer & Web Manager
Herb Williams  Assistant Secretary to the Board of Directors

Editor: Cathy Johnson
Writer: Nell Bernstein

Grants & program services

Compensation & benefits

Operations & support 
services



Equal Voice, a burgeoning movement 
for and by low-income families, 
serves as Marguerite Casey Foundation’s 
framework for collaborative movement 
building to bring about change – in public 
policy, attitudes and practices – to ensure 
the well-being of America’s families.



Leading with Families: 
Equal Voice Movement Building Indicators

Equal Voice is the belief that families can lead a 
movement to bring about long-term change to improve 
the well-being of all families. The indicators of progress 
for movement building within Equal Voice are:

Policy impact: Policy reforms (passing or blocking a 
policy as well as preventing cuts or other changes) are 
achieved at all levels (local, regional and national) that 
improve the economic and social well-being of families.

Leadership development: Families are provided with 
education and training to empower them to speak out 
and take action, be recognized as spokespeople in 
their communities and educate others.

Network development: Organizations sustain 
ongoing relationships with families and other groups 
to build power and coordinate efforts to bring about 
change.

Family engagement: Families define issue priorities 
and are actively involved in policy and campaign work.

Organizational capacity: Organizations have the skills, 
knowledge and resources to achieve their missions, 
including staffing, financial resources, technology.



Marguerite Casey Foundation · 1425 4th Avenue, Suite 900 · Seattle, WA 98101-2222
www.caseygrants.org · Phone: (206) 691-3134 · Fax: (206) 286-2725 · TYY: (206)273-7395

On May 20, Mar guerite Casey Foun da tion and its grantee 
organiza tions hosted the first online Equal Voice national 

convention. The goal: to update the Equal Voice for America’s 
Families National Fam ily Plat form. Through the use of 

technology, thousands of fam i lies came together to call for an 
Equal Voice in the deci sions that affect their com mu ni ties and 

their families.

Child 
CareImmigration

Environmental 
Issues

Transportation

Employment/
Job Training

Criminal 
Justice

Youth Empowerment

Health 
Care

Housing

Every issue is 
a family issue

LGBT
Issues

Elder 
Care

Food Security/ 
Access to 

Healthy Food

Education

To view the platform visit : 
http://caseygrants.org/equalvoice/equal-voice-for-americas-families-campaign/

national-family-platform/


